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"Geopolitics of the Indian Subcontinent: Opportunities and Threats for Iran's Trade"

The shifting geopolitics of the Indian subcontinent and India's prominent role in strategic
developments across the region and the globe underscore the significance of this area in
international dynamics. Unlike geographical borders, which are fixed and stable, geopolitical
spheres are constantly evolving due to changes in international relations and the
competition among major powers. In this context, India, with its exceptional geographical
position and expansive economic influence, has emerged as a key player in these
transformations.

The Indian subcontinent, comprising countries such as Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan, holds a highly sensitive and strategic geopolitical
and economic position. With a population exceeding 1.4 billion and a GDP surpassing $3.4
trillion, India stands at the core of regional developments. Despite internal challenges like
social inequality, poverty, and ethnic and religious conflicts, India has strengthened its global
position through astute policies and sustainable economic growth.

The geopolitical rivalry between India and China, compounded by the historical animosity
between India and Pakistan, has made the Indian subcontinent one of the world’s most
tense and sensitive regions. China’s efforts to expand its influence through large-scale
infrastructure projects are met by India’s strategic alliances with global powers like the
United States and the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, aiming to shift the regional
balance of power in its favor.

For Iran, the importance of these developments and India’s role in them is significant from
several perspectives. Prioritizing economic and trade cooperation with India could enhance
strategic ties in energy and transportation, positioning Iran as a key partner for India in the
region. Additionally, diversifying foreign relations and leveraging India as a strategic partner
could help counterbalance China’s growing influence, placing Iran in a more advantageous
position to address regional geopolitical challenges.

In this regard, the Iranian government should focus on the development of the Chabahar
port as a strategic gateway for India, capitalizing on this opportunity to attract Indian
investments and strengthen its strategic position in the region. Furthermore, Iran’s private
sector can contribute to the country’s economic development by participating in
infrastructure and industrial projects with India, thereby tapping into the vast opportunities
within the Indian market.
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