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" Trade Opportunities and Threats Stemming from U.S. Tariff Policies"

In 2025 the United States abruptly abandoned its free-trade posture and unleashed
an unprecedented tariff regime: a 25 percent duty on all steel, aluminum and
automobile imports, a blanket 10 percent surcharge on every other good, a sliding
scale of “reciprocal” tariffs tied to bilateral deficits with 57 countries and, for the
first time, a 25 percent penalty on the entire U.S.-bound exports of any nation
purchasing Venezuelan crude—turning tariffs into a tool of secondary sanctions.
Justified under Section 232 national-security claims and IEEPA emergency powers,
the package squarely targets China while sparing key allies with softer rates, but its
shockwaves are global: removing part of Venezuela’s heavy crude tightens supply
and pushes oil prices upward; barred volumes of steel and aluminum are being
rerouted to Asia and the Middle East, intensifying price competition; and punitive
auto duties are forcing manufacturers to re-engineer supply chains toward U.S. soil.
For Iran, the shift is a double-edged sword. Higher oil prices can swell
foreign-exchange earnings even under sanctions, and China’s search for alternative
suppliers opens lanes for Iranian steel, petrochemicals and raw materials. Yet a
tariff-driven global slowdown could crush energy demand and prices, while a flood
of cheap metals erodes Iran’s regional share and the new “secondary-tariff”
template hints that future U.S. action might target buyers of Iranian crude, further
constricting trade finance. Mitigating risks and capturing gains will require locking
in medium-term oil contracts at firm prices, accelerating export diversification to
markets distancing themselves from Washington, fortifying non-Western payment
channels and raising quality and after-sales support in metals and chemicals to

survive the looming price war.
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